
Session 1:  
Introduction to Theology 

 
1.) Why study theology? 
 
The goal of this class is to whet your appetite for further study in theology and encourage 
theological thinking. My prayer is that all who take this class will come to a better 
understanding of God and His Word. The better we know these, the more effective and 
productive we can be in living the Christian life. 
 

Whether we know it or not, we are all theologians! 
 
• We all ask the ___________________ __________________ of life:                           

Why am I here? What is life? What happens after death? What is the difference 
between right and wrong?  

• Whatever _____________ we come to will ultimately ________________. 
• Our theology also affects the choices that we make every day. 

1. When we think about God’s forgiveness in our lives.  
2. When and how we share the Gospel.  
3. When we interpret the Bible.  
4. When we get sick. 
5. When we defend the faith. 
6. When we plan for the future. 
7. When we attempt to deal with sin in our lives. 
8. When we decide on who we marry.  

• The question is not, “Who is a theologian?” but 
_____________________________. 

 
2.) What type of theologian are you? 
 

1. Practical Pricilla: You’ve never seen the practicality in deep theological study. You are 
here to see if we can change your mind. 
2. Scared Susan: Big words scare you. You don’t really think that you are smart enough to 
be here. You are here this time, but you may not be here the next. 
3. Know-it-all Nick: You already know everything. You are just here to see if we do—and 
to pick up where we leave off. 
4. Fundamental Fred: You are the God-ordained guardian of orthodoxy. You are here to 
sit, with arms crossed, and protect. 
5. Want-an-answer Will: You have a lot of questions. You are here not to do theology in 
community, but to write theology down with a pen and paper. 
6. Traditionalist Teri: You want to learn, but your traditions and preconceived notions bind 
you. You are here to have your traditions confirmed to be true. 
7. Confrontational Carl: You are not a believer in Christ or the Bible and have no intention 
of becoming one. You are here to argue. 
8. Struggling Sam: You are a believer in Christ, but you have a lot of doubts and 
struggles. You have never had a safe place to express those doubts. You are here to see if 
this is the place. 
9. Curious Carla: You’re not really sure why you’re here, but excited to find out. 



10. Careful Carol: You are exercising critical examination (being thoughtful, willing to 
struggle with theology, approach it appropriately---this is a lifelong commitment). 

 
“We live in what may be the most anti-intellectual period in the history of Western 
civilization… We must have passion—indeed hearts on fire for the things of God. But that 
passion must resist with intensity the anti-intellectual spirit of the world.” —R. C. Sproul 

 
3.) What does it mean to “do” theology? 
 
 The purpose of “doing” theology: 

• To make clear to the world the knowledge of God 
• To help bring the truth of God together by integrating one truth with another.   
• To serve as a correction to those depart from the truth. 
• To accept the challenge to discover where the truth lies and to set it forth clearly 

 and coherently. 
• To fulfill the need for an authoritative and systematic statement of truth. 
• It is essential to the full development of Christian character and maturity. 
• It establishes one in unshakeable faith.  

 
 Theological Method: represents an attempt to discern how theology is done, why it is 
 done in particular ways and how all that allows theological conclusions to function as 
 they do in the life of faith. 

 
 What are the sources of truth? 

• Martin Luther’s Trilateral: (Scripture, Tradition, Reason) 
 
• John Wesley’s Quadrilateral: _______________, _______________, 

______________, __________________.  
    
   Example: The subject of forgiveness 
   
4.) Practical Application: 
 

1. We should study theology with _________________: Ps 119:18 
2. We should study theology with _________________: 1 Peter 5:5 
3. We should study theology with _____________________________: 1 Cor. 12:28 
4. We should study theology with _____________________________: Ps. 19:8; Ps. 

119:14; Romans 11:33-36 
5. We should study theology by ______________________________ all the relevant 

passages of Scripture on any topic 
a. Find all the relevant verses 
b. Read, make notes, and summarize them 
c. Summarize what the Bible teaches on a given topic 

6. Don’t divide over __________________ (no matter how convicted you are about 
the truth) 

7. Never ___________________________ no matter what the consequence.  
  


